
1

Steve Southam
Technical Services Manager

Topic:  Water conservation in affordable homes.

WATER USAGE IN THE AVERAGE UK HOME

BASIN & SINK TAPS 

Around 20% of all UK domestic water flows through the sink or basin !

Water flow limiters are available which can reduce water usage to 6, 5, 
4, 3, 2 or 1 litre per minute.

Easy to fit at time of tap installation.

BASIN TAPS 

BASIN MIXER TAPS

Flow limiters for basin mixers can reduce water usage down to 6, 4.5 or 
3.5 litres per minute.

Easy to fit - can be fitted after tap installation.

Replaces current water flow straightener.

Simply screws in place

BASIN MIXERS 
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BASIN MIXER TAPS

Two-stage mixers or ‘click taps’ have built in handle resistance to limit 
water flow. 

In ‘eco’ mode, mixers use approx. 70% less water than standard lever 
operated mixers.

Can be over ridden to give full flow.

At full flow ‘click taps’ use approx. 30% less 
water than standard lever operated mixers.

SPECIFIC NEEDS TAPS

Basin taps with spray type flow straighteners are 
commonly being installed in downstairs 
cloakrooms in new builds. 
These can limit the water flow to just 1.8 
litres/min.

Certain dwellings may require specific products to 
assist the user, such as lever operated taps or 
push operated timed control taps.

SHOWERS

Some showers have two-stage flow controls that limit the water flow 
to the shower handset.

Some have ‘eco’ stop handles that only allow 50% water flow and 
have to be manually over ridden in order to obtain full flow.

SHOWERS

A number of different flow limiters are also available for showers. 

These can reduce water usage to 14, 10, 8, 7, 6, 5 or 4 litres per minute.

Can be fitted after shower installation 
either between shower hose and 
handset or mixer valve and hose.

SHOWERS BATHS

Typical standard bath capacity = 225 litres.

Reduced capacity (shallow) baths are available with a capacity of 140 
litres.

These still retain standard bath ‘footprint’ for length and width.
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WC’s are available with dual flush cisterns (3 & 6 litres )
to meet current regulations.

Technology available for 2.6 litre part flush and 4 litre full flush - well below 
regulations.

WC’s Water efficient showerheads with flows of 8 litres 
per minute or less can save water and energy

• 25% of home energy bills 
on heating water

• Energy saving provides 
incentive for non metered 
households

• Quick to install on 
existing showers

Saves 20 litres per day for average household

Bristan HAND100 ECO 

Convert existing standard flush toilets to dual flush 
with retrofit devices such as Ecobeta.

• No need to replace 
existing equipment

• Simple and quick to install

• Easy to covert back to 
single flush

Saves 25 litres per day for average household

Remember !
The average person uses 150 litres of water every day - a third of this 
is used flushing the loo.

Domestic heating water accounts for 5% of the UK’s CO2 emissions.

At least 25% of your household’s energy bill comes from heating 
water – that’s not including the central heating.  

The energy used to pump, treat and heat the annual water usage in 
the average family’s home produces the carbon equivalent of a return 
flight from London to New York.

Water conservation is a mandatory category in the Code for 
Sustainable Homes.

We all need to get smart.
Save water.
Save energy.
Save money.
Save the planet.


