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Challenge for Decent Homes

� Through the Decent Homes programme 

non traditional house types have been 

transformed into energy efficient, 

thermally upgraded homes.

� Condensation problems have been 

overcome.

� Attractive new facades have been 

created.

� Funding has been provided by CERT 

(Carbon Emissions Reduction Target) for 

social housing.

� CESP (Community Energy Savings 

Programme) will provide funding for 

social housing and private housing. 

BeforeAfter

The Sustainability Rating System

Benefits to Homeowners

� Environment
- Reduced greenhouse gas emissions

- Better adaptation to climate change

- Reduced impact on the environment

� Home Builders
- Mark of quality

- Regulatory certainty

- Flexibility

� Social Housing
- Lower running costs

- Improved comfort and satisfaction

- Credentials

� Consumers
- Assisting choice

- Reducing the environmental ‘footprint’

- Lower running costs

- Improved well-being 

U Value Performance

Part L: Currently 0.35 W/m2K 

AIM:  Achieve 25% improvement factor over 2006 Standards

� Possible standards for 2010 (Code Level 3)

� Walls:  U-value 0.22 W/m2K

AIM: Achieve 4% improvement factor over 2006 Standards 

� Possible standards for 2014 (Code Level 4)

� Walls: U-value 0.18 W/m2K
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External Wall Insulation Solution

Insulants to Achieve

Current & Future Code Targets

Substrate:

Solid Masonry or Framed Structure

Cork

Mineral Wool 

Extruded Polystyrene

Phenolic

Aerogel Spacetherm

Type

180mm160mm90mm

170mm150mm90mm

130mm100mm70mm

110mm90mm50mm

Approx 60mmApprox 50mmApprox 30mm

Code 4 

Thickness

Code 3 

Thickness

Current Part L 

(0.35 W/m2K)

Swisslab – Typical Isometric

Render Finish

Silicone self-coloured Render

Base Coat & Reinforcement:

High polymer base coat, with Glass fibre 

reinforcement mesh bedded in

Method of fixing:

Mechanical & Adhesive

Insulation

Choice, depending on thermal requirements

Directly fixed

(BBA approved solution)

Swisspan – Typical Isometric

Spanning System

(BBA approved solution)

Spanning rails fixed to steel/concrete frame

Solution for BISF & Unity type properties

Render Finish

Silicone self-coloured Render

Base Coat & Reinforcement:

High polymer base coat, with Glass fibre 

reinforcement mesh bedded in

Method of fixing:

Spanning Rails

Insulation

Choice, depending on thermal requirements

� Lightweight

� High performing and durable

� Wide range of colours and 

textures

� UV Resistant

� Flexible and crack resistant

� Water resistant and vapour 

permeable

� Non-combustible, class A1

Finishes – Silicone Render

� Extremely low-stress, crack 

resistant

� Water-repellent, resistant to 

driving rain

� Water vapour permeable

� Non-combustible, class A1

� Wide range of colours and 

textures

Finishes – Mineral Render Focus on Cork Insulation

� Cork is a sustainable, long-life, 

renewable product with good sound 

proofing and free from artificial inputs

� The insulation is ideal – saving energy 

and protecting the environment, 

without requiring the relinquance of the 

modern lifestyle
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Focus on Cork Insulation

� Cork has a biological function:

- To protect cork oak from temperature fluctuations

- To regulate heat and moisture in the tree 

� These properties make cork ideal for wide 

ranging applications as an insulating material

Proven Environmental Solutions

� Alumasc have a proven track record 

of working with sustainable building 

products

� This is most strongly demonstrated 

by Alumasc ZinCo Green Roofs 

which deliver:

- Additional amenity space

- Control of rainwater run-off

- Reduced CO2 levels, dust and smog

- Extended life of waterproofing

- Habitat for wildlife

� Rainwater collection and 

management are also core areas of 

the Alumasc product offer
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Thank You for Listening

Any Questions?


